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Global Studies 2103: Global Governance 
 

 
Semester 2, 2015-2016 

Wednesday, 10-12 
AS6-0212 

Final Exam: April 25th, 5pm 
 
INSTRUCTOR      
Patrick Taylor Smith       
polspt@nus.edu.sg 
Office: AS1, #04-13 
 
Consultation Hours 
AS1, 04-13 
Monday, 12:30-2:30pm or by appointment 
 
 
COURSE OVERVIEW 

One purpose of this module is to familiarize students with the basic structure of an 
important and diverse set of global governance regimes. We will be looking at how 
refugees and the use of force is managed, how trade is regulated, and how global health 
and environmental sustainability is created or ignored.  
 
However, we will not limit ourselves to understanding the details of specific governance 
regimes, we will be asking deeper, theoretical questions that will inform our critical 
engagement and evaluation of those regimes.  What is globalization and what—if 
anything—makes our current globalization different from previous patterns of global 
trade and interaction? Should we regulate and structure globalization through global 
government or global governance? What role, if any, should democracy and human rights 
be playing in global governance? What are the moral justifications for current policies 
and how should we change them in order to make them more just? From where—if 
anywhere—do our current regimes receive their political authority or legitimacy?  
 
This course will give students tools to critically evaluate global governance and think 
about the ways it might be or need be reformed. The goal, then, is to have students learn 
how to think about global governance rather than to offer an extended, encyclopedic list 
of the regimes themselves. Similarly, another goal of this class is to develop students’ 
argumentative and critical thinking and reading skills, and the assessments in the course 
will reflect that goal.   
 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
 
1. Reading 

Readings will be available electronically on a weekly basis.  
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The texts for this course are difficult ones, and they have to be read carefully and, most 
important, actively if they are to be understood. Reading in this active way is a time-
consuming process.  You should budget enough time to do all assigned reading carefully 
before class.  Doing the reading is the first and most important requirement if you are to 
succeed in this course.  I suggest that you complete each week’s readings in the order in 
which they appear on the syllabus. 

 
2. Participation (20%) 

Attendance at all course meeting and tutorials is strongly encouraged.  Excused absences 
may be arranged in cases of illness, religious holidays, family problems, or other 
emergency, by prior arrangement with the instructor. Participation grades will be 
determined in part by in-class performance and in part by good faith contribution to 
online discussions.  

 
3.  Exegetical Paper (10%), 1200 words 

In the first month of the course, students will be asked to write a short paper where they 
will be required to read a piece of academic writing concerning global governance and 
describe its argument in their own words. Further, they will be required to offer a strong 
objection to the argument. The purpose of this assignment is to help students develop 
their argumentative writing skills and to inform them of the clarity and rigor that will be 
expected in their written assessments.  

 
4. Long Essay (20%), 2200-2400 words 

The final, longer essay will be thesis-driven argumentative paper where the student will 
be expected to engage with a moral or normative debate in global governance. Students 
will be required to offer their own view that is informed but not determined by the 
literature we discuss in the course. They will be expected to consider objections carefully 
and to craft convincing responses. They will also demonstrate facility with the relevant 
governance regimes.    

 
   5. Midterm Exam (20%) 

At the end of Section Three (roughly Week Eight), there will be an in-class exam 
running approximately 45 minutes that will be worth 20% of the students’ total grades. 
Students will be responsible for the first half of course where we discuss the theoretical 
presuppositions of global governance. The exam will include short answer questions, 
long answer questions (about a paragraph), concept identifications, and a long essay.   

 
 
   6. Final Exam (30%) 

There will be a final exam on April 25th at 5pm. The exam will primarily assess the 
ability of the students to accurately apply and critically evaluate the globally oriented 
normative theories to specific issue areas involving emerging technology. To that end, the 
exam will consist primarily of a series of essay questions where students will be asked to 
both determine what our best theories would say about a particular issue and then argue 
whether that theory is plausible, useful, or appropriate. They would also be required to 
consider and respond to important objections to their arguments.   
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ADDITIONAL POLICIES 
 

Late Papers: Late papers will be subject to a penalty of 1/3 letter grade for each day late 
(weekends will count as one day).  Requests for a waiver of the late penalties will be 
considered if they are made in a timely fashion and supported by a valid, documented 
reason (typically of a medical nature). 

 
Plagiarism: The University treats plagiarism as a very serious offense.  In order to avoid 
any question of plagiarism, please be sure to reference any materials that you quote or 
paraphrase or otherwise incorporate.  The particular format you use for references is 
unimportant, provided that it is clear and consistent throughout. 

 
Get Off the Grid!  Cell phone use is not permitted during class, and laptops and tablets 
are to be used to consult readings and for note-taking purposes only. 

 
Come See Me!  Come and visit me during my office hours, or email me for an 
appointment, if you have a question about the course or would just like to chat. I would 
be happy to see you! 

 
SCHEDULE OF READINGS AND LECTURES 

 
The course is separated broadly into four sections.  
 
Section I: Governance of What? 
1. January 13th: We are all philosophers: value and governance  
 No required reading. 
 
2. January 20th: 1914 and 2014: What’s the difference? 
   
 
Section II: What is Governance? 
   
3. January 27th: The World State and its Discontents: the (premature) rejection of global 
government 
   
  
4. February 3rd: A New World Order: global governance defined 
   
 
Section III: Evaluating Global Governance 
 
5. February 10th: Who Commands and Who Follows: Legitimacy and Authority 
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6. February 17th: Substantive and Procedural Values: Human Rights and Democracy 
  
 
  
7. February 24nd: Recess Session  
  
  
Section IV: Issue Areas 
8. March 2nd: After Kosovo: Human Security, I 
 Assessment: Midterm Exam 
   
 
9. March 9th: Human Security, II 
 Viewing:  Lord of War 
  
  
10. March 16th: Human Security, III 
   
 
 
11. March 23rd: Beyond Bretton Woods: Trade and Development 
   
  
 
12. March 30th: Montreal and Kyoto: Success and Failure in Global Environmental 
Governance 
  
  
13. April 6th: How to be a Refuge: Global Management of Migration 
  
  
 Final Paper Due 
  
14. April 13th: SARS and Ebola: Governance of Health 
   
 
 
 


